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Key Vocabulary  Compass Directions  
Sketch map  A simple map with only basic details. 

Key Helps us understand map symbols. Also known as a 
legend. 

Compass rose This is printed on a map to show different directions. 

Map Symbol  A picture or a sign on a map that represents 
something else. 

Ordnance Survey  A survey organisation in the UK which prepares very 
detailed maps of the country. 

Route A way of getting from a start point to a finish point. 

Compass A tool which shows people which direction they are 
travelling in and helps them find their way. 

Climate  The usual weather conditions of an area. 

Atlas  A collection of maps in one book. 

Continent  A very large area of land that includes all the islands 
with it. There are seven continents: Africa, Antarctica, 
Australasia, Asia, Europe, North America and South 
America. 

Ocean  A large area of salt water. There are five oceans: the 
Arctic, Atlantic, Indian, Pacific and Southern Oceans 

Physical Feature  A feature that has been formed by nature. 

Human Feature  A feature that has been made or changed by humans, 
e.g. bridges. 

Arial View  A view from above. Also known as a ‘bird’s-eye’ view. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Using an Atlas (Physical Features) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

  

  

  

  


